Autopsy: cutting away the myths.
Autopsy serves to monitor quality of care, determines means of death in puzzling medical situations and medicolegal cases, documents true disease rates and provides other essential data for registries and research. This article discusses the current status of autopsy, reasons for the declining rate, and myths commonly held by patients and their families. The neuroscience nurse can clarify misperceptions, provide accurate and timely information in a sensitive and articulate manner, and support patients and their families in their decisions about autopsy.